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From News Dispatch©* 

new ORLEANS, Nov. 23-— 
The judge who presided at the 
conspiracy trial of Clay Shaw, 
Accused in a plot to murder 
President John F. Kennedy, 
faday was renuJtffed from the 
bench for heavy drinMng, 
gambling and consortitg with 
Underworld figures. " 

The Louisiana Supreme 
Court voted «-te-l to rembVe 
Judge Edward Haggerty Jr. 
from his. Criminal District) 
Court position. 

The ruling said Haggerty 
engaged in “willfuU and inten- 
tional” misconduct . JSh&h 
brought disgrace on the jpdlci- 
ary. 

The white-haired Haggerty, 
57, was arrested last Dec. 17 at 
a motel stag party with 13 
Others. He was charged with 
conspiracy to commit obscen- 
ity, soliciting for prostitution 
and resisting arrest. 

The Louisiana Judiciary 


'Commission * irecommejnded 
Haggerty’s dismissal even 
though the judge was acquit- 
ted of the charges in a non- 
jury trial by fellbw Judge Mat- 
thew S. Braniff. ■ ♦ 

Still judge to Lawyer' 

Robert Zibilich, Haggerty’s 
attorney, said that as far as he 
was concerned, Haggerty, is 
attli a judgeonthe Criminal 
'Court and would remain so 
until* all legal remedies are ex* 
hausted. 

Zibilich said he has 14 days 
to file for a rehearing and 
could possibly have the case 
transferred *to federal court. 

A police informer who at- 
tended the Dec. 17 stag party 
testified at Haggerty’s trial 
that the judge escorted three 
women to . the gathering, in ad- 
dition to a quantity of alleg- 
edly obscene names, 

In its recommendation to 
the high court, the Judiciary 


Commission said Haggerty’s 
dff-the-bench conduct was “so 
seriopsly delinquent as to 
bring disgrace and discredit 
upon the judicial office and a 
loss of public respect and con- 
fidence in his ability to pe^ 
form his official duties impar- 
Hy amt cohscientiously.” 

Called Patron of Bookies 


; . The. commission said Hag 
gerty regularly consorted with 
known bookies and placed 
bets with them. 

It also said the judge played 
poker on a regular basis with 
lawyers who* appeared in his 
eourt futd consistently won 
large sums of money from 
them. 

Haggerty argued that there 
was no indication any off- 
bench activity ever affected 
his behavior on the bench. 
Chief Judge Joe B. Hamiter, 
who cast the dissenting vote, 
said, ’’while I do not and can- 


not approve or condone the al- 
leged illegal and, perhaps, im- 
moral conduct of Judge Hag- 
gerty, I do not find that it has 
interfered in any manner with 
his han dlin g of the dockets 
and eases” under his jurisdic- 
tion. . „■ 

Seen an Television 

The news media had bean 
alerted to the raid on the stag 
party and New Orleans televi 
'sion viewers were able to see 
Haggerty struggling with po- 
lice, a s battle whieh ended with 
the judge’s wrists handcuffed 
behind his back. The struggle 
broke out when Haggerty at- 
tempted to leave the room 
where the party was in prog- 
ress. 

: Haggerty received national 
publicity as j»dge*in D4striBt| 


eution of Shaw on charges of) 
plotting the death of . Pfesi- 
dent John F- Kennedy. 



